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Shakspeare to the history of his own time. If the plots of his
plays had been of his own invention, he might possibly have framed
them with a view of that kind; but this was unquestionably not the
case with the play before us; and if any one had intended a
courtly defence of Queen Elizabeth's mother, it must have been
Greene, and not Shakspeare. Garinter, the Manilius of our
poet, dies under the same circumstances, in the novel; nor is it,
as Mr. Walpole seemed to suppose, an unnecessary incident,
because it fulfils the declaration of the oracle, s that if the child
which was lost could not be found, the king would die without
an heir.' To say that a child resembles her father is surely not so
uncommon a remark as to make it evident that it had reference
to a particular individual; nor is there any thing very courtly or
complimentary in Paulina's angry allusion to the old proverb.
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